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Local New York City Opera Singers Launch

The Opera Project

 Company Debut Performances of Britten’s The Rape of Lucretia

August 27 and 30, 2009 

New York, N.Y. — Local New York City opera singers launch The Opera Project, a new company aimed at contributing to the rich cultural fabric of New York City and providing local artists opportunities to perform artistically compelling works in the face of the current economic challenges. The Opera Project will present Benjamin Britten's The Rape of Lucretia, as their company debut.  Performances will be held at Christ and St. Stephens Church, 120 West 69th Street, New York, New York, August 27 at 7:30 p.m. and August 30 at 3 p.m.

The Opera Project is the brainchild of Wendy Neikirk, an operatic mezzo soprano who wanted to continue singing in high-caliber performances but was committed to staying in New York City due to her full-time job at the New York Philharmonic.  “When I realized many of my talented friends and colleagues were in the same position as me, I decided to start a new company.  This summer was a perfect opportunity because, due to the economy, many fabulous singers were in the city without other artistically satisfying outlets."  To form the collaborative company, Ms. Neikirk advertised on several prominent industry resources, including yaptracker.com, and invited other interested professional singers-several who were colleagues at the New York Philharmonic- to join The Opera Project. 
Future projects for the company include performances of other chamber operas, a series of contemporary recital programs in the fall of 2009 and Rossini’s Petite Messe Solonelle in the spring of 2010.
The Opera Project:

The Opera Project seeks to create artistically compelling, engaging, accessible performances of dramatic vocal works.  It is launching in the summer of 2009 with performances of Benjamin Britten's opera The Rape of Lucretia.  The Opera Project’s ultimate vision is to create a self-governing chamber opera collaborative where a core group of artists (singers, directors, and pianist/coaches) can earn a reasonable wage and be equally involved in artistic decisions. The Opera Project productions will consist of chamber operas and other vocal works, typically performed in English, with piano and/or chamber ensemble, and without a conductor. Performances will occur in a variety of venues, including art galleries, theaters, churches, and outdoor spaces.  Following its inaugural performances of Britten's The Rape of Lucretia, The Opera Project will either decide to apply for 501(c)3 status and incorporate as a non-profit, or pursue incorporation as a private sector company.  For more information on The Opera Project, visit theoperaproject.weebly.com.
About the Artists:
The Opera Project artists have performed with many noted American opera companies and orchestras including the New York Philharmonic Salon Series, Opera New Jersey, New Jersey Symphony, New York City Opera, Dallas Opera, Ft. Worth Opera, Center City Opera, Bacchanalia Baroque Ensemble, Berkshire Opera, DiCapo Opera, Bronx Opera, the Hillyer Festival Orchestra, and Opera Boston.  The artists hold advanced degrees from such esteemed institutions as Manhattan School of Music, New England Conservatory, Westminster Choir College, University of Michigan, Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, and Peabody Conservatory.
Program:
The Rape of Lucretia tells the powerfully tragic tale of Lucretia, a legendary figure in the history of the Roman Republic.  Raped by the ruling Prince, Lucretia was so horrified by what had happened to her that, after telling her husband and family, she committed suicide. Her suicide set off a chain of events that led to the eventual overthrow of the monarchy and the establishment of the Roman Republic. 
The opera opens with the Male Chorus (Jean-Paul Björlin) and Female Chorus (Meredith Flaster) explaining how Lucius Tarquinius Superbus came to rule Rome by force and manipulation.  In the Army camp, Prince Tarquinius (Robert Maril) and two of his men, Junius (Adam Cavagnaro) and Collatinus (Dominique Rosoff), discover that during their absence, their wives have been unfaithful. The only faithful wife was Lucretia, (Wendy Neikirk), devoted wife of Collatinus.  The second scene shifts to Lucretia’s home where she is spinning and sewing in a relaxed reverie with her nurse Bianca (Melissa Gerstein) and maid Lucia (Courtenay Schowalter).  Prince Tarquinius arrives unannounced at Lucretia’s home and, consumed by his conceit and desire, rapes Lucretia at sword point in her own room during the night.  Overcome by shame, and blinded by her belief that this brutal attack has completely destroyed the fabric of her marriage and her life, Lucretia kills herself.  As she dies, she exhorts her loved ones to avenge her disgrace.  Revenge ultimately occurs, but it is civil, not personal- the Tarquins will be overthrown, but she will not live to see it.
Cast (in order of appearance):
Male Chorus: Jean-Paul Bjorlin
Female Chorus: Meredith Flaster 
Collatinus: Dominique Rosoff
Junius: Adam Cavagnaro
Tarquinius: Robert Maril
Lucretia: Wendy Neikirk 
Bianca: Melissa Gerstein 
Lucia: Courtenay Schowalter 
Director: Glynis Rigsby
Pianist: Erik Nelson Werner

Christ and St. Stephens Church 

120 West 69th Street (between Broadway and Amsterdam)

1 train to 66th Street or 72nd Street

Tickets:
General admission seating for The Rape of Lucretia is $25 and may be purchased by visiting smarttix.com or theoperaproject.weebly.com.  Patrons may enjoy premium reserved seating and a post-concert reception with the artists for $75.
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